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Teacher Overview
Objectives
• Students will observe how technology (photovoltaic cells) can enhance the solar energy
Earth receives.
• Students will develop an understanding of the importance of the Earth’s Magnetosphere.
• Students will observe the effects of the sun’s energy on the Magnetosphere.
• Students will develop an understanding of the various solar phenomena (flare, coronal
mass ejections or CME, radiation) and their effect on the sun’s output of radiant energy.
• Students will observe the effects of various solar phenomena (flare, coronal mass ejections
or CME, radiation) on the Earth.
• Students will recognize the difference between true north and magnetic north.
• Students will develop an understanding of how solar cells convert solar energy to
electricity.
Science Concepts
• Solar energy can be converted to other forms of energy such as electricity and food.
• A solar scientist studies the effects of the sun’s energy on the Earth using various instruments.
• Solar phenomena such as solar flare, coronal mass ejection (CME), and radiation affect
the Earth’s magnetosphere by disrupting radio communication, shortwave operation,
compass readings, space satellites, telecommunications satellites, prospecting equipment,
navigation equipment, etc.
• The Earth’s magnetosphere is integrally connected to solar activity and human technological usage.
• The Earth’s magnetosphere is affected by magnetic storms from the sun.
• The sun gives off electromagnetic energy that affects the Earth’s atmosphere.
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Teacher Overview
Correlation to the National Science Standards
This segment of the Webcast All About the Sun, “Effects of the Sun on Our Planet”, is brought to
you by a correlation to the National Science Standards for grades 9 - 12 as delineated below.
Grades 9 - 12
Unifying Concepts and Processes
• Systems, order and organization
• Evidence, models and explanation
• Change, constancy and measurement
Science as Inquiry
• Abilities necessary to do scientific inquiry
• Ask a question about objects, organisms, and events in the environment
• Plan and conduct a simple investigation
• Employ simple equipment and tools to gather data and extend the senses
• Use data to construct a reasonable explanation
• Communicate investigations and explanations
• Understandings about scientific inquiry
Physical Science
• Structure and properties of matter
• Motions and forces
• Interactions of energy and matter
Earth and Space Science
• Energy in the Earth system
Science and Technology
• Abilities of technological design
• Identify a simple problem
• Propose a solution
• Implementing proposed solutions
• Evaluate a product or design
• Communicate a problem, design and solution
• Understandings about science and technology
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Teacher Overview
Correlation to the National Science Standards (continued)
Science in Personal and Social Perspectives
• Science and technology in local, national and global challenges
History and Nature of Science
• Science as a human endeavor
• Nature of scientific knowledge
• Historical perspectives
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Teacher Overview
Segment Content/On-line Component Review
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Teacher Overview
Materials List
Science Exploration
• Now We’re Cookin’!
Note: The materials listed need to be gathered in large enough amounts to be used by
entire class as per each group’s decision on their design for a solar cooker.
• aluminum foil
• small mirrors
• clear and dark glass jars
• shoe boxes
• lightweight wire
• toothpicks
• cardboard
• tape
• plastic wrap
• reflecting material
• Parabolic Solar Collectors
• Directions: See section Student Handouts, Student Guidesheet: Constructing a Parabolic
Solar Collector
• Parabola maker (see directions above)
• graph paper
• tape
• heavy cardboard
• aluminum foil
• white glue
• small nut and bolt
• wood strips 3 – 5 cm wide, 50 – 100 cm long
•
•
•
•
•

Wavelength and Solar Cells
Various types of solar cells (silicon, cadmium sulfide, selenium, etc.)
Voltmeter or multimeter (0-1 volt range)
Incandescent lamp
Different types (colors) of filters: blue, green, yellow, red, infrared, yellow-green infrared
blocking filter

• What I can do with Solar Energy!
Note: Materials will vary based upon students’ designs.
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Teacher Overview
Materials List (continued)
Science Exploration
• Riding a Radio Wave
• Student Observation Chart
• AM Radio
• AM Radio Ionosphere Station
• AM radio with a tuner knob and a volume control know
• Paper disk with a hole punched in its center to fit over the volume control
• AM Radio Information Sheet (from the Web site given below.)
http://image.gsfc.nasa.gov/poetry/workbook/p39.html
• Magnetic Field
• 3 inch Styrofoam ball
• 20 ft. of fine insulated copper wire
• 1.5 volt dry cell
• very fine iron filings
• large sheet of paper
• Soda Bottle Magnetometer
• One clean 2 liter plastic soda bottle
• 2 pounds of sand
• 2 feet of sewing thread
• one small bar magnet
• one 3 x 5 index card
• a one inch piece of drinking straw
• a mirrored dress sequin or small craft mirror
• Superglue
• 2 inch clear packing tape
• a meter stick
• an adjustable high intensity lamp with a clear bulb (not frosted)
• Magnetism and the Sun
• Refer to the Web site given below for a series of magnetism explorations with a variety
of materials.
http://solar-center.stanford.edu.magnetism
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Science Explorations
• Now We’re Cookin’!
• Parabolic Solar Collectors
• Wavelength and Solar Cells
• What I Can Do with Solar Energy
• Riding a Radio Wave
• AM Radio Ionosphere Station
• Magnetic Field
• Soda Bottle Magnetometer
• Magnetism and the Sun
• Prospects are good
Career Explorations
•

Solar Scientist

Explorations
Science Explorations
• Now We’re Cookin’!
Purpose: Students will use the process of technological design to create a “solar-powered”
method to cook a thin slice of hotdog meat. Students will also develop an understanding
for how the technological design process works to solve problems and affect our lives in a
positive way.
Activity description:
Given a choice of materials listed below, students will design a “solar cooker” that will
cook the quarter-inch thick, slice of hotdog in the quickest amount of time possible. Use the
Science Exploration Guidesheet: Now We’re Cookin’! from the Answer Keys section as
students process through this exploration. This guidesheet will provide students with background information on solar energy and the technological design process from which they
can derive and test their designs.
Materials: aluminum foil, small hand-sized mirrors, large jars with lids, small shoeboxsized boxes, lightweight wire, toothpicks, pieces of cardboard various sizes, tape, plastic
wrap, and any other which the students and teachers can safely consider for use.

• Parabolic Solar Collectors
Purpose: To build a parabolic solar collector and demonstrate uses of the sun’s energy for
practical tasks.
Activity description:
Follow the procedures listed on the Student Guidesheet: Constructing a Parabolic Solar
Collector. Upon completion of its construction, place it in the sun with a thermometer at its
center, and every hour take a temperature reading. Next place either a slice of hot dog,
apple or a small marshmallow on a skewer and cook it. Time the cooking process. Other
suggestions might be to cook the same type of food at different times of the day, time the
process and compare. Or develop a mechanism to angle the parabolic collector so that it
follows the sun’s path during the day giving maximum cooking temperature all day.
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Explorations
Science Explorations (continued)
• Wavelength and Solar Cells
Purpose:
To ascertain whether the voltage produced by a solar cell will vary with the wavelength of
light incident upon it.
Activity description:
The basic procedure is to set up the solar cell, lamp and voltmeter with the lamp and cell
in a fixed distance and position. Measure the voltage using the series of filters, then plot
the voltage versus wavelengths. Have students determine the optimum wavelength for a
particular solar cell. Or have students determine the spectral response for different types
of solar cells.
The spectral response of the solar cells varies with incident wavelength as well as due to
the nature of the cell. Because it is beyond the scope of this activity, we know that the
response of solar cells is zero beyond 12,000A. Because the absorption of the photons is
too deep within the cell, below about 4000A the absorption is too near the surface and
response is nearly zero. The optimum wavelength lies somewhere in between.

• What I Can Do with Solar Energy
Purpose: Students will use the process of technological design to create a “solar-powered”
method to perform a routine task or solve a problem. They will develop an understanding
of how solar cells convert solar energy to electricity and how that energy can be used in
the technological design process. Students will also develop an understanding for how the
technological design process works to solve problems and affect our lives in a positive
way.
Activity description:
For this activity the teacher will need to purchase enough solar cells and peripherals to
engage each student group in their particular design pursuit. Or after a brief exhibition by
the teacher or a guest speaker of what solar cells are, how they work and ways in which
they can be used, students can simply follow the Science Exploration Guidesheet: What I
Can Do With Solar Energy from the Answer Keys section and develop their solar design
on paper only.
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Explorations
Science Explorations (continued)
• Riding a Radio Wave
Purpose:
Students will observe a difference in clarity and strength of radio signals received when
comparing daylight and nighttime reception.
Activity description:
Place an AM radio in an appropriate area of the classroom where it will receive good
reception. Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a bandwidth to survey
(for example 500 – 600, 1400 – 15000) or as a class choose one section of the AM band
to survey once an hour. Assign each group a time each hour (3 minutes maximum) during
which they monitor their assigned band’s reception. Adjust the volume to a reasonable
listening level. Each hour of the day have the class or small groups survey the chosen
bandwidth and note each radio station’s call sign and call number. Have the students
arbitrarily rate the station’s reception for clarity and strength with an agreed upon rating
system (such as weak, good, strong, or very weak, weak, audible strong, very strong).
Also have the students note where within there area they receive steady or sporadic static
(and have them describe the static). Use the graph provided in the Student Handouts
section or have the students design their own graph with which to record their observations. (Note: If possible once an hour check the Web site given below for current solar and
magnetosphere activity. This information can then be used to verify the type of reception
being observed. Also, have the students locate each signal’s source on a map and determine the distance from the area.
http://www.set.noaa.gov/today.html
http://solar-center.stanford.edu (for daily solar images)
For homework have the students make 2 – 6 observations for their assigned AM band
section during the night time hours and record their observations.
During the next class session, have students in small groups discuss their findings, comparing
nighttime reception to daytime reception. Ask them to hypothesize about any differences or
anomalies they observed. Encourage them to include in their hypothesizing local weather data
concerning electrical storms as well as solar activity data from the Web site given above.
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Explorations
Science Explorations (continued)
• Riding a Radio Wave (continued)
Teacher Notes:
Students should find that radio reception improves during the night time hours due to less
direct solar energy entering the earth’s atmosphere on the night side of the Earth. This solar
energy would affect pulsations of loudness as well as steady static. Sporadic static can be
accounted for through electrical storms in proximity to the radio signal’s place of origin.
This project could continue as a once a week activity for a longer period of time. When
compared with solar activity information gathered on those same days, the students will be
able to clearly perceive a correlation. Also, keeping track of electrical storms that occur
within proximity, students will also be able to note a correlation to possible sporadic
crackles and popping noises heard during their observations.
• AM Radio Ionosphere Station
Purpose: Students will construct an Ionosphere Monitor by using an AM radio to track
solar storms and other changes in ionosphere reflectivity.
Activity Description:
For this activity we refer you and your students to the Web site given below. Students can
either design their own method of rating the loudness or follow the instructions available
on the Web site. This activity is similar to Riding a Radio Wave (Science Exploration
described above).
http://image.gsfc.nasa.gov/poetry/workbook/page10.html
http://image.gsfc.nasa.gov/poetry/workbook/p39.html
• Magnetic Field
Purpose: Students will construct a device to illustrate how particles can be trapped in a
magnetic field.
Activity description:
Step 1: Punch a small hole through the center of the Styrofoam ball (Do not make it over
one-quarter inch in diameter.)
Step 2: Feed the fine insulated wire through the hole forming continuous loops around the
Styrofoam ball. (Vary the size of the loops making some half of the ball’s diameter and
some twice the ball’s diameter.)
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Explorations
Step 3: Leave both ends of the wire free, extending about 6 inches from each pole. Remove the insulation at each end of the wire.
Step 4: Attach 1.5 volt dry cell to the ends of the wire.
Step 5: Place this assembly on a large sheet of paper and sprinkle fine iron filings through
the loops.
Step 6: Record and discuss your observations.
Step 7: Place a compass near the loops. Move the compass from pole to pole.
Step 8: Record and discuss your observations.

• Soda Bottle Magnetometer
Purpose: Students will create a magnetometer to monitor changes in the earth’s magnetic
field for signs of magnetic storms.
Activity description:
For this activity we refer you and your students to the Web site given below.
http://image.gsfc.nasa.gov/poetry/workbook/page9.html

• Magnetism and the Sun
Purpose: Through this activity students will learn the basic principles of magnetism and
how they apply to the sun.
Activity description:
For this activity we refer you and your students to the Web site given below.
http://solar-center.stanford.edu.magnetism
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Explorations
Career Explorations
• Web site review
Have the students read the brief biographies found on the Web site http://solarcenter.stanford.edu to become more familiar with solar scientists and their work.

• Webcast review
After the students view the Web cast on-line or participate in an on-line question and
answer session, have them complete the Career Exploration Guidesheet: Solar Scientist
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• Science Exploration Guidesheet: Now We’re Cookin’!
• Science Exploration Guidesheet: Parabolic Solar Collectors
• Science Exploration Guidesheet: Wavelength and Solar Cells
• Science Exploration Guidesheet: What I Can Do With Solar Energy
• Science Exploration Guidesheet: Riding a Radio Wave
• Science Exploration Guidesheet: AM Radio Ionosphere Station
Note: see given Web site for guidance
• Science Exploration Guidesheet: Magnetic Field
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Note: see given Web site for guidance
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Note: see given Web site for guidance
• Science Exploration Guidesheet: Prospects are good

Science Exploration Guidesheet
Now We’re Cookin’! Directions
Directions:

Key

Decide how you and your partner or group will explore ways in which the sun’s
energy can be used to do things like cook food by answering each question below.

1. What science idea does your class want explore?
The sun’s energy can be used to perform work for us. We can use it to do such things as cook.

2. What question or questions do you want answered by this science exploration?
How can the sun’s energy be used to cook food?

3. Describe in general how your class will answer the question(s) or explore this idea.
The class will research information about the sun’s energy and materials that can be used to
construct a solar cooker. We will then design a solar cooker that uses the sun’s energy to cook
a slice of hot dog the fastest way possible.

4. List step-by-step how you will answer the question(s).
• Research information about the sun’s energy (radiant energy)
• Research information about solar cookers and materials that are used to harness the sun’s
radiant energy.
• List the many types of household items that could be used to develop a solar cooker
• Draw a diagram for a solar cooker
• List the materials needed to make your solar cooker
• Gather the needed materials
• Make your solar cooker (prototype) and test it
• Revise its design based upon test
• Present your design to your fellow classmates
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Science Exploration Guidesheet
Now We’re Cookin’! - Key (continued)
5. List the materials you or your group will need to follow those steps.

Types of materials the class could use:
aluminum foil
small mirrors
shoe boxes
lightweight wire
cardboard
tape
reflecting material

clear and dark glass jars
toothpicks
plastic wrap

6. What kind of observations will you make during this science exploration?
Test the cooker for generation of heat, thoroughness of cooking process, and total cooking
time.
7. What kind of measurements will you make during this science exploration?
Heat temperature, time the cooking process

8. On a separate sheet of paper create a chart which you will use to record your observations.
Students should be encouraged as part of the technology design process to devise their own
observation or prototype test data sheet.
9. Record your observations and report your findings to the class.
Students results will vary dependent upon their technological design.

10. At the end of the science exploration create a special report to give to the class. Follow the
form your teacher gives you.

11. What did you learn from this science exploration?
• How are commercially-made solar cookers constructed?
• In what other ways is solar energy harnessed for our use?
• How do scientists and researchers envision that solar energy will be used in our future?

12. Does this lead you to any other questions? Write down one or two of your questions below.
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Science Exploration Guidesheet
Parabolic Solar Collectors - Key
Directions
Directions:

1.

Decide how you and your partner or group will explore these science ideas by
answering each question below.

What science idea does your class want to explore?
Different methods of collecting energy from the sun

2. What question or questions do you want answered by this science exploration?
• Is there a solar collector design that is better than others?
• What is a parabolic solar collector?
• Should the path of the sun and angles also be considered when collecting solar energy?

3. Describe in general how your class will answer the question(s) or how your class will explore
this idea.
Perform research on different styles of solar collection units or find design plans for a parabolic solar collector. Construct a parabolic solar collector. Upon completion of its construction,
place it in the sun with a thermometer at its center, and every hour take a temperature reading. Next place either a slice of hot dog, apple or a small marshmallow on a skewer and
cook it. Time the cooking process.

4. List step-by-step how you will answer the question(s).
• Upon completion of the parabolic solar collector construction, place it in the sun with a
thermometer at its center
• every hour take a temperature reading.
• Next place either a slice of hot dog, apple or a small marshmallow on a skewer and cook it.
• Time the cooking process.
Other suggestions might be to:
• cook the same type of food at different times of the day, time the process and compare.
• Or develop a mechanism to angle the parabolic collector so that it follows the sun’s path
during the day giving maximum cooking temperature all day.
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Science Exploration Guidesheet
Parabolic Solar Collectors - Key (continued)
5. List the materials you or your group will need to follow those steps.
• Directions: See section Student Handouts, Student Guidesheet: Constructing a Parabolic
Solar Collector
• Parabola maker (see directions above)
• graph paper
• tape
• heavy cardboard
• aluminum foil
• white glue
• small nut and bolt
• wood strips 3 – 5 cm wide, 50 – 100 cm long

6. What kind of observations will you make during this science exploration?
• How well cooked the food is
• The path the sun follows during this time of the year
• The angle of the collector to the sun’s path

7. What kind of measurements will you make during this science exploration?
• The angle of the collector to the sun’s path
• The temperature of the cooking area

8. On a separate sheet of paper create a chart which you will use to record your observations.

9. Record your observations and report your findings to the class.

10. At the end of the science exploration create a special report to give to the class. Follow the
form your teacher gives you.
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Science Exploration Guidesheet
Parabolic Solar Collectors - Key (continued)
11. What did you learn from this science exploration?
• The parabolic design provides a greater and more concentrated heat source than other
methods
• Following the path of the sun maximizes the heat source

12. Does this lead you to any other questions? Write down one or two of your questions below.
• How has this design been applied in the real world
• Can a mathematical formula be devised that will compute and accurately predict the area
needed to concentrate heat to reach a certain temperature?
• Can this design be applied in space?
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Science Exploration Guidesheet
Wavelength and Solar Cells - Key
Directions
Directions:

Decide how you and your partner or group will explore these science ideas by
answering each question below.

1. What science idea does your class want to explore?
The power output of different types of solar cells when exposed to different types of light.

2. What question or questions do you want answered by this science exploration?
• Do certain types of solar cells produce more power with certain types of light?
• Does the type of light being absorbed by solar cells affect their output?

3. Describe in general how your class will answer the question(s) or how your class will explore
this idea.
Take different types of solar cells and using the same watt light source pass the light through
various filters onto the solar cells and measure their output.

4. List step-by-step how you will answer the question(s).
• Set up solar cell with light source at an arbitrarily measured distance.
• Set up filter holder
• Attach wiring to voltmeter
• Measure the voltage of the solar cell without a filter
• Place each filter between the light source and the solar cell and measure the solar cell’s
output.
• Record each measurement
• Plot the voltage versus wavelength on a graph or chart

5. List the materials you or your group will need to follow those steps.
• Various types of solar cells (silicon, cadmium sulfide, selenium, etc.)
• Voltmeter or multimeter (0-1 volt range)
• Incandescent lamp
• Different types (colors) of filters: blue, green, yellow, red, infrared, yellow-green infrared
blocking filter
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Science Exploration Guidesheet
Wavelength and Solar Cells - Key

6. What kind of observations will you make during this science exploration?
• Color of filter (Determine its wavelength through research.)
• Monitor meter

7. What kind of measurements will you make during this science exploration?
• Voltage as measured on the meter

8. On a separate sheet of paper create a chart which you will use to record your observations.
This chart should compare voltage versus wavelength.

9. Record your observations and report your findings to the class.

10. At the end of the science exploration create a special report to give to the class. Follow the
form your teacher gives you.

11. What did you learn from this science exploration?

The spectral response of the solar cells varies with incident wavelength as well as due to the
nature of the cell. Because it is beyond the scope of this activity, we know that the response of
solar cells is zero beyond 12,000A. Because the absorption of the photons is too deep within
the cell, below about 4000A the absorption is too near the surface and response is nearly
zero. The optimum wavelength lies somewhere in between.
12. Does this lead you to any other questions? Write down one or two of your questions below.

• Would space station solar cells need to be shielded with filters?
• Are certain types of solar cells or solar arrays better suited for different climates, geographic locations, latitudes or space?
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Science Exploration Guidesheet
What I Can Do With Solar Energy - Key
Directions
Directions:

Decide how you and your partner or group will explore other ways solar energy
can be used by answering each question below.

1. What science idea does your class want explore?
Learn how solar cells work and how this technology can be used.
2. What question or questions do you want answered by this science exploration?
• How do solar cells change solar energy into electricity?
• How can solar cells be used to do work?
3. Describe in general how your class will answer the question(s) or explore this idea.
The class will research solar cells, observe how solar cells operate and can be used in machines. The class will then design a machine that uses solar cells to do work or power some
machine.
4. List step-by-step how you will answer the question(s).
• Research information about the sun’s energy (radiant energy)
• Research information about solar cells
• List the many types of machines that solar cells could power
• Draw a diagram for a solar powered machine
• List the materials needed to make your solar powered machine
• Gather the needed materials
• Make your solar powered machine (prototype) and test it
• Revise its design based upon test
• Present design to fellow students
5. List the materials you or your group will need to follow those steps.
Materials will vary based upon students’ designs.
6. What kind of observations will you make during this science exploration?
Students will observe how well their prototype operates checking
connections, angle of
cells to sun’s energy, etc.
7. What kind of measurements will you make during this science exploration?
Students will need to determine this based upon their product design.

27

Science Exploration Guidesheet
What I Can Do With Solar Energy - Key (continued)
8. On a separate sheet of paper create a chart which you will use to record your observations.
Students’ results will vary dependent upon their technological design.

9. Record your observations and report your findings to the class.

10. At the end of the science exploration create a special report to give to the class. Follow the
form your teacher gives you.

11. What did you learn from this science exploration?

Students should be able to articulate some of the following points:
• the design process for developing technological tools
• the process of evaluating a new technological design (prototype)
ways in which the sun’s energy can be harnessed
12. Does this lead you to any other questions? Write down one or two of your questions below.

• How are commercially-made solar machines constructed?
• In what other ways are solar powered machines used?
• How do scientists and researchers envision that solar powered machines will be used in our
future?

28

Science Exploration Guidesheet
Riding a Radio Wave - Key
Directions
Directions:

Decide how you and your partner or group will explore these science ideas by
answering each question below.

1. What science idea does your class want to explore?
The effects of solar energy within our atmosphere.
2. What question or questions do you want answered by this science exploration?
Does solar energy affect the radio signals we use?
Can we detect fluctuations in solar energy by monitoring a radio?
3. Describe in general how your class will answer the question(s) or how your class will explore
this idea.
Monitor a certain part of the AM radio band during the day and night time hours, then compare the reception.
4. List step-by-step how you will answer the question(s).
• Develop a rating system for rating the clarity and strength of a radio signal
• Decide which part of the AM band will be monitored
• Each hour of the day and night monitor the band and note the station’s call sign and name
• Locate each signal’s source on a map and determine the distance from the area
• Record the observations
• Check a Web site that gives daily updates on solar energy activity and record the observations given there
• Develop a graph or chart to organize the information collected
• Discuss and present the findings
5. List the materials you or your group will need to follow those steps.
• AM radio
• Observation chart
• Rating system
• Access to the Internet
6. What kind of observations will you make during this science exploration?
• Strength and clarity of radio signals
• Solar energy fluctuations from scientists
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Science Exploration Guidesheet
Riding a Radio Wave - Key (continued)
7. What kind of measurements will you make during this science exploration?
• Using our own rating scale we will rate the clarity and strength of radio signals

8. On a separate sheet of paper create a chart which you will use to record your observations.
See Student Handouts section for an example.

9. Record your observations and report your findings to the class.
• Signals are clearer and stronger during daylight hours
• Electrical storms cause sporadic static in reception
• During the evening hours we receive increased number of radio signals from a farther
distance
• We get more steady static during daylight hours
• Manmade electrical disturbances might also be observed

10. At the end of the science exploration create a special report to give to the class. Follow the
form your teacher gives you.

1. What did you learn from this science exploration?
• That solar energy does have an effect on the reception of radio signals
• Fluctuations in solar energy can be observed by monitoring radio waves

2. Does this lead you to any other questions? Write down one or two of your questions below.

• Does increased sunspot activity cause interference in radio waves?
• Do other types of solar activity interfere with radio reception? If so, what kinds of solar
activity does so? (CMEs, etc.)
• How do solar scientists monitor fluctuations in solar energy?
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Science Exploration Guidesheet
Magnetic Field - Key
Directions
Directions:

Decide how you and your partner or group will explore these science ideas by
answering each question below.

1. What science idea does your class want to explore?
The magnetosphere, how at the Earth’s magnetic lines of force act and what the Earth’s magnetic lines of force look like.

2. What question or questions do you want answered by this science exploration?
Can we construct a device that demonstrates how particles can be trapped in a magnetic
field?

3. Describe in general how your class will answer the question(s) or how your class will explore
this idea.
After performing some research on the magnetosphere we will construct a working model
using magnets.
http://solar-center.stanford.edu/magnetism/beefields.html

4. List step-by-step how you will answer the question(s).
Step 1: Punch a small hole through the center of the Styrofoam ball (Do not make it over onequarter inch in diameter.)

Step 2: Feed the fine insulated wire through the hole forming continuous loops around the
Styrofoam ball. (Vary the size of the loops making some half of the ball’s diameter and some
twice the ball’s diameter.)
Step 3: Leave both ends of the wire free, extending about 6 inches from each pole. Remove
the insulation at each end of the wire.
Step 4: Attach 1.5 volt dry cell to the ends of the wire.
Step 5: Place this assembly on a large sheet of paper and sprinkle fine iron filings through the loops.
Step 6: Record and discuss your observations.
Step 7: Place a compass near the loops. Move the compass from pole to pole.
Step 8: Record and discuss your observations.
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Science Exploration Guidesheet
Magnetic Field - Key (continued)

5. List the materials you or your group will need to follow those steps.
• 3 inch Styrofoam ball
• 20 ft. of fine insulated copper wire
• 1.5 volt dry cell
• very fine iron filings
• large sheet of paper

6. What kind of observations will you make during this science exploration?
We will observe how the iron filings react to the magnets and the reading on the compass

7. What kind of measurements will you make during this science exploration?
We will take various compass readings.
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Science Exploration Guidesheet
Magnetic Field - Key (continued)
8. On a separate sheet of paper create a chart which you will use to record your observations.
Drawing will look something like what is found on this Web site
http://solar-center.stanford.edu/magnetism/beefields.html

9. Record your observations and report your findings to the class.

10. At the end of the science exploration create a special report to give to the class. Follow the
form your teacher gives you.

11. What did you learn from this science exploration?

The poles of the Earth actually act like a giant magnet.

12. Does this lead you to any other questions? Write down one or two of your questions below.

• What factors influence the Earth’s magnetism?
• Does the magnetic polls ever reverse?
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Grades 9 - 12
• Science Exploration Guidesheet
(Generic Guidesheet for use with all explorations)
• Student Guidesheet: Constructing a Parabolic Solar Collector
• Riding a Radio Wave: Observation Graph
• Career Exploration Guidesheet: Solar Scientist

Science Exploration Guidesheet
Science Exploration: ________________________________
Directions
Directions:

Decide how you and your partner or group will explore these science ideas by
answering each question below.

1. What science idea does your class want to explore?

2. What question or questions do you want answered by this science exploration?

3. Describe in general how your class will answer the question(s) or how your class will explore
this idea.

4. List step-by-step how you will answer the question(s).

5. List the materials you or your group will need to follow those steps.

6. What kind of observations will you make during this science exploration?

7. What kind of measurements will you make during this science exploration?
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Science Exploration Guidesheet
Science Exploration: ________________________________
8. On a separate sheet of paper create a chart which you will use to record your observations.

9. Record your observations and report your findings to the class.

10. At the end of the science exploration create a special report to give to the class. Follow the
form your teacher gives you.

11. What did you learn from this science exploration?

12. Does this lead you to any other questions? Write down one or two of your questions below.
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Science Exploration Guidesheet
Constructing a Parabolic Solar Collector
Introduction:
One method for collecting energy from the Sun is through the use of concentrating collectors.
Solar energy impingent on a large area is directed toward a small area where a given task is to
be performed. Depending upon the size of the collector and the area the solar energy is concentrated on, temperatures of up to several thousands of degrees can be reached.
Materials:
• Parabola Maker (See Procedures, Part A)
• Graph paper
• Tape
• Cardboard
• Aluminum Foil
• White glue
• Small nut and bolt
• Wood strips 3 to 5 cm wide, 50 to 100 cm long
• Nails
Procedure:
Part A: Parabola Maker
1. Joint two thin strips of wood together with a small nut and bolt at one end.
2. Draw a straight line down the middle of the top strip.
3. Drill 1/8” holes through both strips at 1 cm intervals starting 10 cm from the nut and bolt.
4. Number the holes on each strip.
Part B: Drawing the Parabola
1. Tape several pieces of graph paper together and place on top of a sheet of cardboard.
2. Draw a straight line (base line) along one side of the graph paper and a perpendicular
line to that line through the middle of the paper.
3. Place a dot on the perpendicular line 20 cm from the base-line. This dot will be the focus
of the parabola.
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Science Exploration Guidesheet
Constructing a Parabolic Solar Collector (continued)
Procedure:
Part B: Drawing the Parabola (continued)
4. Push a pin through the 40 cm mark of one strip of wood into the focus.
5. Slide the other strip of wood so that the 40 cm mark touches the baseline and so that the
edge of this strip is parallel to the perpendicular line.

•

•

•

•

•

• • • • • • • • • •

•

•

•

•

•

6. Apply pressure to the nut and bolt. The dent in paper will be one point of the parabola.
Darken this point.
7. Repeat procedure 3 through 6 for all the other holes in the wood strips. Do this on one
side of the perpendicular line only.
8. Connect all the dots with a smooth line. (A french curve used in drafting is very useful
here).
9. Trace the curve onto the other side of the perpendicular line. The parabola is now complete.
10. Draw other parabolas by changing the distance of the focus from the baseline.
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Science Exploration Guidesheet
Constructing a Parabolic Solar Collector (continued)
Procedure:
Part C: Making the collector
1. Select a parabolic curve that is relatively flat and 50 to 70 cm in diameter.
2. Transfer the parabola to cardboard with the ribs of the cardboard running perpendicular
to the curve.
3. Cut out several pieces of cardboard with the same curve. The collector may be either
trough-shaped or round.

4. Intersect the necessary pieces of cardboard and support the edges with more cardboard.
Glue.
5. Bond aluminum foil on additional cardboard with glue.
6. Cut and fold the foil-covered cardboard to fit into the parabola. Round collectors need pie
shaped pieces joined together.
7. Push nails through the foil-covered cardboard into the ribs of the cardboard frame. Bond
with glue.

CAUTION
CAUTION: Do not place hands or clothes at the focal point. Serious injury may result.
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Science Exploration Guidesheet
Riding a Radio Wave: Observation Graph
Directions
Directions:

For each observation time note each station that is received while scanning your
assigned section of the AM band (call sign and dial number). Then rate each
station’s reception in terms of clarity and strength by placing an appropriate mark
on the graph below. Note any observations as indicated.

5
4
3
2
1
BAND #:
Call signs:
Location:
Distance:
Date:

Time:

Observations

Weather Conditions:

Solar Conditions:

Other Observations:
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Career Exploration Guidesheet
Solar Scientist
Directions
Directions:

After listening to the broadcast or visiting the Web site to learn about the work of a
solar scientist, answer the questions below.

1. Tell about one thing you are good at that a solar scientist needs to know how to do.

2. Tell one thing about what a solar scientist does that you think is interesting. Explain why that is
interesting to you.

3. If you were a solar scientist what would you want to learn more about?

4. If you could ask the solar scientist one question about his/her job, what would you want to
know?
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•

Solar Glossary

•

Web Work

•

NASA Educational Topics

Appendix
Solar Glossary
coronal mass ejection (CME)

bubble-shaped disturbances that rise above active sunspot
regions and send expanding plasma clouds that move rapidly
through space

magnetic field lines

the phenomenon of magnetism where electrically charged
particles tend to become attached to field lines and spiral
around them while sliding along them. These lines of force
come together where the field lines are magnetically strong
and spread out where the magnetic force is weaker.

magnetic north

the direction toward which the compass needle points
indicating north

magnetosphere

Located 60 miles above the Earth’s surface where the earth’s
magnetic lines of force flow

radiation

electromagnetic waves that are emitted by the sun

solar

having to do with the sun

solar energy

energy converted from the sun

solar flares

tremendous eruptions from sunspots that quickly release
magnetic energy into space

sunspots

huge regions in the sun’s atmosphere of magnetic fields that
slow the flow of heat from the sun’s interior
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Appendix
Web Work
The following Web sites can be used for additional student activities and for student research.

http://solar-center.stanford.edu/magnetism
Magnetism and sun activity
http://solar-center.stanford.edu/magnetism/beefields.html
Contains an applet simulating the earth’s magnetic field
http://www.star.le.ac.uk/edu/planets/sun.html
A concise overview about the sun: composition, solar eclipse, solar wind.

http://image.gsfc.nasa.gov/poetry
Lots of good information and plenty of links along with interesting student activities.

http://www.rt66.com/r.bahm
Basic introduction to solar energy on this commercial site. It briefly explains the state of solar
energy today, future applications and challenges of design. Includes a United States map depicting the annual daily total horizontal solar radiation.
http://www.pvpower.com
Large, interesting resource site about photovoltaics: history, technology, applications and other
information.

http://solarcooking.org
Great site with lots of good resource information on solar cooking. Check out the FAQ subsection, interesting history of solar cooking, the Plans section and the Multimedia section.
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Appendix
Web Work

(continued)

The following Web sites can be used for additional student activities and for student research.
http://helios.gsfc.nasa.gov
Cosmic and Heliospheric Learning Center NASA/GSFC. Covers the basics of Astrophysics at a
challenging level (composition/elements, energetic particles, acceleration, magnetic fields, cosmic
rays and an informative write-up about the heliosphere.

http://wekngdc.noaa.gov/stp/
This Web site gives sunspot counts as part of its daily solar activity observations.

http://www.set.noaa.gov/today.html
This Web site gives the space weather forecast that includes solar activity.
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Appendix
NASA Educational Topics
The following pages provide you and your students with NASA Educational Topics. These can be
printed and freely distributed to your students for classroom use.

• Pioneer 11 Provides New Data about the Sun’s Magnetic Field

• Concentrated Sunlight: A Way to Increase the Power of Microwaves?

• A Simple Device to Measure Solar Radiation

Please Note
Note:

The following pages will not appear properly in PDF format, but will
print clearly.
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